
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Monday, 13 May, 2013
Between 7.30pm and 7.50pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne Val Corbett Gary Satchwell Steven Farrell

In attendance
Martin Chilvers - Clerk David Coulter Rose Das Paula Gibson

Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED from Sarah Robson and Cheryl Austin who was unable to attend 
the annual general meeting.

1. Election of Officers
The Parish Clerk invited nominations for the position of Chair and Vice Chair for the coming year.

Mr John Hartshorne was proposed as Chair by Val Corbett and seconded by Gary Satchwell. Members 
AGREED.

Mrs Val Corbett was proposed as Vice Chair by John Hartshorne and seconded by Gary Satchwell. 
Members AGREED.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
A report had been circulated outlining the progress on or resolution of a number of village issues during 
the year. 
Progress: 1) Having secured a £18,000 compensation payment the Parish Council are working with EDF 
and Community Foundation on the various projects the funding will go towards including traffic calming, 
RTC and the Children’s Play Area; 2) During 2012 a strong campaign with the help of Cllr John Riddle 
received agreement from NCC to assist towards a crossing in Otterburn. It transpires it will not be 
possible to locate this along the main road however other traffic calming ideas are being developed by 
NCC and it is hoped will soon be in place along the main road through the village; 3) Two local residents 
have agreed to work in the development of the Children’s Play Area in Brierley Gardens using the 
compensation payment as well as the remaining original Play Area Development bank balance and NCC 
funding. The plan is to work towards creating facilities for older children as well enhance the facilties 
already available for younger children; 4) The plans for the creation of a footpath joining Willow Green 
and Brierley Gardens via the Play area have been ongoing since 2003. The ownership of the land has gone 
through a number of hands during this time which has prevented action being taken and it appears the 
most recent owner was not aware of the requirement when purchasing the plot. The Parish Council are 
working with the owner to agree the most appropriate route and create a footpath as soon as possible; 5) 
Cllrs Robson and Satchwell spent a lot of time in gaining the required registration of interest across 
Otterburn for the first stage of the superfast broadband. There is still much work to be done however it is 
hoped this could with installed across the community by 2016; 6) With the help of the NCC dog warden 
the Parish Council are raising the awareness of residents of the problems caused by the minority of dog 
owners that are not clearing up their dogs mess. ‘Hot spots’ have been identified and are being monitored; 
7) The RTC have experienced hard times recently and a number of incidents that has required short term 
closure for repairs and costly insurance claims. NCC has assisted to change the status of the charity to 
limit Trustee liability. Next steps are to attract new Trustees and volunteers to provide services and 
facilities that will be much more widely used by the community; 8) Maintenance work is required on the 
Millennium Green and consideration needs to be given of the role and purpose of the green in the 
community: 9) PC Colin Heath and Michael Connelly (LMAPS) have visited Otterburn and are assisting 
with ideas and possible funding to create activities for young people in the village.
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Resolution: 1) Cllrs Cheryl Austin and Steven Farrell have been co-opted on the Parish Council during the 
past year replacing the long standing Cllrs Emerson and Scott both of whom were thanked for their 
services; 2) The Parish Council raised the awareness and made arrangements for the livestock to be safely 
and humanely moved from Otterburn Hall after being left in a poor state following the closure of the 
hotel; 3) There has been an increased police presence in Otterburn monitoring the speed of passing traffic 
and it is known a good number of drivers were cautioned / fined after being caught speeding; 4) The 
damaged columns on the bridge have been replaced and whilst it had been hoped this would be with 
sandstone instead of the concrete casts the bridge does look a lot better as a result: 5) There were many 
lengthy electric power cuts in November and December 2012. Northern Powergrid initially could not find 
the fault however eventually resolved the problem. This was not before the emergency generator run out 
of fuel causing a further power cut. The Parish Council worked closely with Northern Powergrid to 
provide progress reports across the community and accepted the compensation payment of £1,000 on 
behalf of the community to be used within the village: 6) Over 30 bags of rubbish were collected on 20 
April when a team of volunteers picked up litter across the village; 7) The Chair worked to ensure the 
residents of Otterburn were included in the Kielder initiative to provide free parking at the Kielder 
facilities for residents after initially being omitted from the list of communities benefitting from this.

3. Report from County Councillor and questions
There was no report provided.

4. Matters for further discussion
There was no other business

Meeting closed 7.50pm
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